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OFFICIAL COMMUNITY MEETING REPORT 
Petitioner: Portman Residential 
Rezoning Petition No. 2021-021 

This Community Meeting Report is being filed with the Office of the City Clerk and the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Planning, Design and Development Staff pursuant to the provisions of the City of Charlotte 
Zoning Ordinance. 

PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONTACTED WITH DATE AND EXPLANATION OF 
HOW CONTACTED: 

A representative of the Petitioner mailed written notice of the date, time and virtual format for the 
Community Meeting to the individuals and organizations set out on Exhibit A attached hereto by depositing 
such notice in the U.S. mail on March 17, 2021.  A copy of the written notice is attached hereto as Exhibit 
B. 

DATE, TIME AND FORMAT OF MEETING: 

The Virtual Community Meeting was held on Monday, March 29, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. via the Zoom platform.  

Recipients of the notice letter were directed to RSVP for a link to the virtual meeting via email or phone to 
a member of the Petitioner’s team.  Members of the community who were unable to access the virtual 
meeting were directed to email or call a member of the Petitioner’s team and could be provided with a copy 
(including a mailed paper copy, if necessary) of the meeting presentation.  One paper copy was requested 
and was mailed to the recipient in advance of the meeting.  

MEETING PARTICIPATION: 

The Virtual Community Meeting had twenty (20) attendees, including the Petitioner’s team, as listed in 
Exhibit C.  The Petitioner was represented at the Community Meeting by Brittani Sanders and Marc 
Brambrut, as well as by Petitioner’s agents, Trevor Harrison and Laura Reid with Kimley-Horn, and Collin 
Brown and Brittany Lins with Alexander Ricks PLLC.   

SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:  

Mr. Collin Brown welcomed the attendee and introduced the Petitioner’s team, using a PowerPoint 
presentation, attached hereto as Exhibit D.  Mr. Brown showed aerials and street views of the approximately 
27.65-acre property, including the existing Savona Mill building.  

Mr. Brown gave a general overview of the rezoning process and development considerations that a 
developer must take into account, including property owner requirements, environmental constraints, and 
access and transportation requirements.  Mr. Brown explained that the property was recently rezoned to the 
MUDD-O zoning district and the current request is to seek a site plan amendment to the existing MUDD-
O zoning now that the Petitioner, Portman Residential, has known development plans for the property. The 
Central District Plan supports office, retail, and light industrial uses for the site.   

Mr. Brown displayed the proposed rezoning plan, which commits to preserving the existing Savona Mill 
building for adaptive reuse and requests 650 residential units (including multi-family and townhome units), 
and 290,000 square feet of commercial uses including 47,000 square feet of retail uses.  Several example 
renderings were also displayed.    
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Mr. Marc Brambrut provided a brief introduction of the Portman team, explaining that the company was 
established in the 1950s and is based in Atlanta, Georgia.  Portman has built several developments in the 
Charlotte area including the Westin in Uptown and 615 South College and is currently developing The Line 
in South End.   

Mr. Brown stated that the rezoning timeline could result in a public hearing in May and a City Council 
decision in June, at the earliest.  The virtual meeting was then opened for discussion via either chat or the 
“raise hand” function on Zoom to allow participants to ask individual questions or provide comments: 

A question submitted in advance of the meeting asked whether there was a plan to coordinate with the Parks 
& Rec department to bring greenway connectivity to the site.  In response, the Petitioner’s team stated that 
they will be constructing a new multi-modal path to connect to Chamberlain and Rozzelles Ferry Road, to 
be both bicycle and pedestrian-friendly, similar to the greenway being constructed on the opposite side of 
the creek.   

In response to a request for additional details regarding the plans for the portion of the property adjacent to 
the single-family homes along Rozzelles Ferry Road, the Petitioner’s team stated that a four-story apartment 
building is currently being proposed in that area, which is down-gradient from the single-family homes and 
approximately 100 feet away from the property lines.  The Petitioners team will work to mitigate the 
disruption by the development and is open to discussing screening and fencing options along the property 
line.  The Petitioner’s team stated they would be happy to install a fence along the property line if that was 
the preference of the adjacent property owners. The Petitioner’s team volunteered to host a follow-up 
meeting with the adjacent neighbors to discuss further.   

An attendee asked whether the proposed multi-family buildings would contain ground floor retail or 
commercial uses.  In response, the Petitioner’s team stated that the commercial component of the project 
would predominantly be located in the existing Savona Mill building with ground floor retail in that area.   

An attendee commented that insufficient parking has been a concern with other projects in the area. In 
response, the Petitioner’s team stated that they intend to provide ample parking and would not likely burden 
the existing neighborhood streets with parking overflow.  The Petitioner’s team further explained that the 
parking would have management monitoring it so it would not be open to the general public but would 
contain sufficient parking for residents, office, and retail guests of the site.  

In response to a question of whether a bridge is being proposed to cross the creek and connect to the existing 
greenway, the Petitioner’s team stated that they are studying that option but that it is challenging.  However, 
the proposed multi-use path along the property’s side of the creek would connect and provide access to the 
greenway from Chamberlain Avenue near Blue Blaze Brewery.  An attendee commented that a bridge 
connection to the site would be a valuable addition to the project. 

An attendee commented on the renderings asking whether the residential buildings could have flat-topped 
roofs instead of peaked roofs.  In response, the Petitioner’s team stated that the renderings are just examples 
for now and they are open to design discussions.   

In response to a question, the Petitioner’s team stated that the community is not proposed to be gated.  

An attendee asked whether a traffic study has been conducted and what recommendations were provided 
from the study.  In response, the Petitioner’s team stated that Kimley-Horn has prepared a study and the 
main recommendation was for the multi-modal bike/pedestrian connection along the site as discussed.   
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In response to questions regarding building height, the Petitioner’s team stated that the majority of buildings 
would be four stories, with five-stories where there are grade changes, with some mezzanine or loft levels.   

In response to an attendees question about the main differences between the current proposal and the 
recently approved rezoning for the site, the Petitioner’s team explained that the approved rezoning created 
the framework and now that Portman has plans for the site it will take a more residential direction.  They 
are requesting a site plan amendment to accommodate additional residential units.  The original rezoning 
contemplated an eight-story office building in the center of the site but residential uses are now being 
proposed in that area based on market demand.  

An attendee asked about the expected rent ranges for the site.  The Petitioner’s team responded that they 
expect that the apartment units would be obtainable-priced in a range of $1,300 to $1,900 for studio and 
one-bedroom units, but that subsidized housing or affordable units are not being proposed at this time.  The 
team stated that prices would be market dependent and they expect the 2/3-bedroom townhomes would be 
of a similar price-point to the surrounding single-family homes.  

In response to a Rozzelles Ferry homeowner, the Petitioner’s team stated that the prior rezoning discussions 
indicated a strong preference from the neighbors to not have connectivity between the Rozzelles Ferry 
single-family homes and the rezoning site, with the closest connection occurring at the intersection with 
Gardner Avenue.  The Petitioner’s team is happy to continue those discussions.  

An attendee inquired into the proposed event space.  The Petitioner’s team responded that the goal for that 
area would be to adaptively reuse the structures in that area with relatively small buildings that could contain 
a restaurant, event space, or other commercial development.  The Portman team has aligned interest in 
making sure the intended uses are not disruptive to the residents living both within the development and 
the surrounding neighborhood.   

An attendee commented that they did not wish for any more affordable housing to be proposed in the 
Seversville or West Charlotte area, opining that the area already contains a heavy concentration of 
affordable housing.  The Petitioner’s team confirmed that affordable housing is not being proposed at this 
time.  

In response to a question regarding construction timeline, the Petitioner’s team stated that they expect the 
Savona Mill renovations to wrap up around October or November of 2021, with residential groundbreaking 
occurring in early 2022.  

The meeting concluded at approximately 6:30 p.m. with no further questions or comments from attendees.   

Respectfully submitted this 12th day of April 2021. 
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EXAMPLE RENDERING 



REZONING TIMELINE



POTENTIAL REZONING TIMELINE

• Seversville Small Group Outreach: January 19th

• Seversville Community Outreach: February 10th

• Rezoning Application Submitted: February Cycle

• Earliest Possible Public Hearing: May 17th

• Zoning Committee Meeting: June 1st

• Earliest Possible Decision: June 21st



QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

Type your 

questions

Or ask out loud





THANK YOU!




